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incident with the Iranian boats yet; 
but until we know the whole story, I 
would advise my colleagues to be wary 
of coming to any conclusions too soon. 

And as if that weren’t enough, the 
administration told us again that the 
occupation of Iraq will continue indefi-
nitely, right into the next Presidency. 
But this morning we learned that it 
could last through several more Presi-
dencies. The Iraqi defense minister was 
quoted in the press as saying that Iraq 
will not be able to take full responsi-
bility for its internal security until the 
year 2012, nor responsibility for defend-
ing its borders until at least 2018. Yet, 
it has been over 21⁄2 years since this ad-
ministration announced that its strat-
egy in Iraq is: as the Iraqis stand up, 
we will stand down. And it has been 
over a year since the President’s fa-
mous surge speech where he said: ‘‘I 
have made it clear that America’s com-
mitment is not open-ended.’’ But, 
Madam Speaker, it is. 

Madam Speaker, America loses its 
moral authority every day that our oc-
cupation of Iraq continues. According 
to a study conducted by the Iraqi Gov-
ernment and the World Health Organi-
zation that was published last week, 
151,000 Iraqis died of violence in the 
first 3 years of our occupation. The 
study also found that there was a 60 
percent increase in nonviolent deaths 
in Iraq, including deaths from child-
hood infections. 

Martin Luther King understood that, 
if America is to lead the world, we 
must be more than a powerhouse; we 
must be a moral powerhouse. 

I ask my colleagues to devote this 
session of the 110th Congress to the re-
sponsible redeployment of our troops 
out of Iraq and the creation of a new 
foreign policy committed to the values 
that Dr. King espoused: equality and 
justice, freedom and peace. 
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100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF ALPHA 
KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Today, Madam Speak-
er, January 15, 2008, is an auspicious 
day for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Incorporated, as it celebrates its 100th 
birthday anniversary. Founded in 1908 
on the campus of Howard University in 
Washington, D.C., Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority is the first Greek-letter orga-
nization founded by African American 
college women. Alpha Kappa Alpha is a 
sisterhood of women who have con-
sciously chosen to improve the socio-
economic conditions in their city, 
State, Nation, and the world. 

Its history tells a story of changing 
patterns of human relations in Amer-
ica in the 20th century. The small 
group who organized the sorority was 
just one generation removed from slav-
ery. The sorority has directed its ef-
forts toward improving the quality of 
life for all mankind while living the so-
rority motto: by culture and by merit. 

I am proud to count myself as a 
member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority; and throughout the years I have 
witnessed firsthand how the power, vi-
sion, and commitment of our founders 
and members have inspired AKA to en-
dure and prosper through 10 decades. 
Our membership includes high-profile 
women from all walks of life and from 
all disciplines, including the astronaut 
and physician Dr. Mae Jemison, poet 
Maya Angelou, actress Phylicia 
Rashad, entertainer Gladys Knight, en-
trepreneur Suzanne de Passe, U.K. 
member of Parliament Diane Abbot, 
performing artist Alicia Keys, Indira 
Gandhi, and a host of other regional, 
national, and international political 
leaders. My colleagues SHEILA JACK-
SON-LEE and EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, 
also retired Congresswoman Eva Clay-
ton, and the late Juanita Millender- 
McDonald are sorors, too. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha led the way with 
such programs as Vocational Guidance, 
Foreign Fellowship, the Mississippi 
Health Project, Health Programs, Non-
partisan Council, the American Council 
on Human Rights, Sickle Cell Anemia, 
Job Corps, the purchase of Martin Lu-
ther King’s birthplace, the establish-
ment of Educational Advancement 
Foundation, and the African Village 
Development Program, among a few. 

The AKAs have always understood 
that the world’s greatest asset is its 
youth, and developed several integral 
programs in an effort to increase their 
opportunities. These programs include 
PIMS, or Partnership in Mathematics 
and Science; ON TRACK: Organizing 
Nurturing, Team-building, Respecting, 
Achieving, Counseling, and Knowing; 
Ivy AKAdemy; and the Young Authors 
Program. 

Inspired by the vision, Celebrating 
Our Past, Serving Our Community, 
Honoring Our Sisterhood, women from 
around the world have gathered in our 
Nation’s Capital today to honor this 
anniversary, celebrate our achieve-
ments, and resolve to build on the leg-
acy of our founders by strengthening 
our commitment. Today, the sorority 
donated $1 million to Howard Univer-
sity and $10,000 to the Andrew Rankin 
Chapel. 

On July 10–11, 2008, the AKAs, under 
the astute leadership of Dr. Barbara A. 
McKinzie, Centennial International 
president, will host its Centennial 
Boule here in the United States Cap-
ital, the sorority’s birthplace. More 
than 20,000 members of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority will tell the Nation and 
the world the story of 20 women who 
started a movement which advanced a 
people and changed the course of his-
tory. 

And I ask all of you to join me in ac-
knowledging this great milestone as 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority embarks 
on its second century of service, the 
bedrock of our sorority, and excellence. 
It was true in 1908 and it is true today. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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HONORING THOR HESLA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WU) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, America 
has lost a great public servant. Thor 
Hesla died in Kabul, Afghanistan last 
night, a victim of the Taliban. 

That Thor should pass at the hands 
of religious extremists is perhaps one 
of the great ironies of life because he 
was such a strong proponent of the hu-
mane, human virtues in life. He worked 
in tough places, tough jobs in America, 
in Kosovo, in Afghanistan, always pro-
moting peace, democracy, and the gen-
eral public welfare. He worked so many 
hard, dangerous jobs, and he was such a 
colorful person that he was larger than 
life. And I guess there are some of us 
who came to believe that the bullets 
would always go around him, and in his 
own particularly human way, Thor had 
become a touch immortal. 

I owe him a deep debt of friendship 
and gratitude. He was my 1998 cam-
paign manager, and we won a hard- 
fought campaign under his leadership. 
But that was the least of it. It was 
what he did afterwards. His friendship, 
his support, and his wise advice, which 
I was sometimes wise enough to accept, 
that was what for me set him apart and 
built our deep relationship. And I be-
lieve that there are hundreds of people 
across this country and perhaps thou-
sands of people around the world who 
similarly feel this bond of friendship 
and this debt of gratitude to Thor. 
America and the world are better for 
his life and his work. 

Earlier, I used the word ‘‘victim’’ in 
connection with Thor; and I misspoke, 
because Thor was no one’s victim. He 
chose his life, he chose his work, and 
he chose Kabul. 

Because of events earlier during the 
recess, I had an opportunity to speak 
with my son about life and its end. And 
while there are many ways to live well, 
to live a good life, there are few, if any, 
good ways to pass on. But if there are 
any, it is to pass on in the company of 
friends and family or to pass on for a 
cause. Now, Thor wasn’t with his fam-
ily in Atlanta or here in Washington, 
his sister, his brother-in-law, his 
nieces, or his parents; but he was with 
a family and a circle of friends, the 
family of those who care, the friends of 
those who care for others and who care 
to risk for others. He died in the cause 
of bringing some small measure of 
peace, prosperity, and democracy to 
those who are in dire need of those 
things. 

So tonight we mourn, we remember, 
we celebrate the life of Thor Hesla. 
America has lost a fine public servant, 
but he is now a public servant for all 
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